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2024 End of Season/Herbicide Update

This past summer marked the 17" season of
Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) control on Chateaugay
Lake. We are so grateful for the support from the
community that has made this possible!

This year, SCUBA divers spent three weeks hand-
harvesting—one week in the inlet to the Lower Lake
and two weeks in the Upper Lake. In addition, we
added a new tool to our arsenal—the herbicide
ProcellaCOR EC!

In Lower Chateaugay, divers from Invasive Solutions
Dive Company returned in June to continue hand-
harvesting the bed of Eurasian watermilfoil that
spreads across the Lower Lake inlet at the mouth of
the Narrows. The work plan has been to clear and
maintain a marked boating lane through the bed to
help boaters avoid the milfoil and reduce

fragments that spread the plant.

Harvesting has been done every year since 2018 and
the divers reported that the milfoil has been greatly
reduced in the boating lane. This allowed them to
extend the harvesting on either side and work
further south into the Narrows. They adjusted the
buoys marking the lane, so it would be well marked
for the July 4th boat parade. Boaters should travel
between the buoys, not around them! The marked
path seems to be making a difference. The divers
removed a half ton of EWM, down from a weekly
average of two tons in 2018 and 2019 when work
began. Thanks go to Chris LeFevre of Northeast
Irrigation & Landscape LLC for loaning us a dumpster
trailer and hauling the milfoil for disposal!

In Upper Chateaugay, the divers returned in August
for two weeks of hand harvesting. They spent 1 %
days maintaining the shoreline along Indian Point,
where the density of milfoil is much reduced since
harvesting began in 2016. They moved to the

eastern shore along Boomhower for a third year of
harvesting. After working the near-shore area, they
were able to move further out toward the middle of
the bed. Almost two tons of milfoil was harvested
along the eastern shore, similar to last year’s
harvest. The divers noted that the large influx of
sediment from last year’s flooding appears to have
smothered some of the plant growth. Hand-
harvesting is planned to continue in the South Inlet
area next year, as the lakebed is state-owned Forest
Preserve and herbicide permitting will be complex.
We appreciate the hard work of the divers!

On June 28™, after extensive review and approval by
both the DEC and APA, we began our first Herbicide
Treatment. Our contracted applicator, Ready-Scout,
applied this highly specific and safe herbicide in an
area extending from just south of the Sand Bar to
the Narrows bridge. The dilution zone extended
from north of the bridge through the Narrows into
the Lower Lake inlet area.

Six days post-treatment, CLF volunteers went out to
look at the treatment area. In the few spots where it
was visible, the Eurasian water milfoil was drooping
and turning brown. In August and early September,
there were follow-up inspections and site visits by
the APA, Ready-Scout, and a private company,
Adirondack Research of Saranac Lake, that we hired
to perform a comprehensive post-treatment plant
survey as required by the APA.

We are thrilled to report that these various visits and
surveys found no EWM in the treatment area.
Moreover, the dilution zone, including the rest of the
Narrows and the Lower Lake Inlet area, was also
found to be clear of EWM based on surface
observations and multiple rake tosses to collect
plants. We even had our milfoil removal divers
check the Lower Lake Inlet where they had worked
earlier in the season and removed a half ton by
hand. They could not find any EWM in the inlet area,



although it did begin to appear as they progressed
further north along the eastern shore. These
observations were backed up by anecdotal reports
from residents up and down the Narrows. Native
vegetation does not appear to have been seriously
affected, with many different species observed in
good health along the shoreline.

Though we are waiting for the final official written
report from Adirondack Research, all the evidence
indicates the pilot was a success. In November,
board members of the Chateaugay Lake Foundation
and Chateaugay Lakes Association, along with Lake
Management Tracker survey volunteers, met with
aquatic invasive species expert Brian Greene of the
Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program to update
our Adaptive Management Plan. Our initial plan had
been to treat the Lower Lake Inlet in the summer of
2025. However, based on the results of the pilot
project, the Inlet is clear. This means we can
accelerate our plan and in 2025, start to treat key
areas in the Upper Lake (Northeast Shore, North
Shore, Deep Bay (beds B, D, and H on the treatment
map in our brochure and posted on our website).

Lakewide, over the past 17 years, over 200 tons of
milfoil have been removed from Chateaugay Lake.
This has greatly reduced the milfoil load, helping to
slow its spread and dampen its impact. With the
addition of ProcellaCOR EC to our toolkit, we now
have a much greater chance of achieving the
challenging goal of lake-wide control.

Thank you Chateaugay Lakes Association for
your continued generous donations! We also
thank the Towns of Bellmont, Dannemora and
Ellenburg for your continued support!

Help Us Help the Lake!

The Chateaugay Lake Foundation needs your support!
Mail a donation or donate online at
www.chateaugaylakefoundation.org. We also accept

donated securities. For more information, email us at
info@chateaugaylakefoundation.org. Be sure to send

your donation to the Chateaugay Lake Foundation
rather than the Chateaugay Lakes Association, to
ensure milfoil project designation as well as tax
deductibility.

ProcellaCor EC

What is it?. ProcellaCOR EC is a type of
herbicide known as an “auxin mimic.”
It works by mimicking a plant hormone
that causes the target plant to grow so
fast that it collapses and dies. Only
plants are susceptible. It is very specific
to milfoils. Most native plants are not
affected or recover soon after
exposure.

Safety. The US EPA approved
ProcellaCOR EC in 2018, assigning its
lowest possible toxicity rating for
humans, mammals, fish, birds, reptiles,
and amphibians. The NYS DEC
approved its use in 2019 after reviews
by the Department of Health and DEC
Division of Fish and Wildlife
corroborated EPA’s findings. It was
approved for use by the Adirondack
Park Agency in 2020. The toxicity level
of ProcellaCOR EC is lower than that of
coffee!! It has even been used in

public drinking water supplies to

control invasive milfoil infestations.

Use Restrictions. An advantage over
earlier herbicides is that ProcellaCOR
EC is effective at low concentrations,
thereby reducing costs, and dissipates
rapidly. It is effective at concentrations
well below the drinking water
threshold. There are no restrictions on
use for drinking water, fishing, or
contact recreation after treatment.

Effectiveness. This product has been
used for over 200 projects nationwide,
including 18 in Vermont, 43 in New
Hampshire, and 30 in New York, with
dramatic reductions in Eurasian milfoil.
In the Adirondacks, it was tried in
Minerva Lake in 2020. Since then, only
a small number of milfoil plants have
reappeared, which are easily
harvested. Our pilot this year showed
it to be highly effective in the Narrows!



