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Background  
The Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program (APIPP) helps organizations and communities 
manage invasive species.  The Lake Management Tracker (LMT) program is designed to collect 
data so informed decisions can be made to track the progress and effectiveness of invasive 
species management on lakes.  Across the Adirondack Park 9 different lakes were monitored by 
different lake associations since the program started in 2018.  Chateaugay Lake Foundation 
joined the program in 2019 and began to monitor the south basin of Upper Chateaugay Lake. 
The purpose of this monitoring was to track the locations and abundance of Eurasian water 
milfoil (EWM).  Volunteers have collected data for three consecutive years (2019-2021) on 
Upper Chateaugay Lake.  In 2021 the organization expanded the monitoring to include Lower 
Chateaugay Lake. 
 
Monitoring Locations  
 In 2019, 221 monitoring locations were created on Upper Chateaugay Lake.   
 
Here are links to Google Maps that APIPP created: 

• Upper Chateaugay 
 

Overall the monitoring on the Upper Chateaugay Lake have been excellent and a great example 
of consistent monitoring locations to compare from year to year. See example below. 
 

 
 
Data  
Upper Chateaugay Lake  
 
Similarly, the south inlet of Upper Chateaugay Lake has abundant EWM. This area is well suited 
to support plant growth as 96% of monitoring locations had vegetation present. 
 
 
  Count  Percent  
Sites with vegetation 212  95.9% 
Sites without vegetation 9  4.1% 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1TmNndeTtHTtPjdAYaP_gd-GC1pVvd0D2&usp=sharing
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  Count  Percent  
Sites with EWM 101 45.7 % 
Sites without EWM 120  54.3% 
 

 
 

EWM Abundance   
None 120 54.3% 
Few Plants Widely 
Scattered 50 22.6% 
Trace to Sparse 18 8.1% 
Moderate to Dense 33 14.9% 

 
Because volunteers have monitored Upper Chateaugay Lake for three years we can begin to 
look at trends in EWM abundance. 
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Upper Chateaugay Lake 2021
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From 2019 to 2021 there 20% of sites increased in abundance and 14% decreased resulting in a 
net change of +6%. The data refers to the qualitative categories that we use to measure 
abundance “No plants”, “Few Plants Widely Scattered”, “Trace to Sparse”, “Moderate to 
Dense”. 
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Maps from 2021 data collection 
 

 
 



 

Lake Management Tracker Monitoring Locations for Upper Chateaugay Lake 
Created by Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program Aquatic invasive species coordinator Brian Greene. 
Data collected by Kathy and Bill Widrig during the summer of 2021. 
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Past EWM Management Activities 
 
The Chateaugay Lake Foundation has been diligently working to manage EWM. Below is a table 
of the work done. 
 

Year Location 
Pounds 

Harvested 
Tons 

Harvested Method 
Contract 

Hrs 
# 

Crew Contract Cost 
2016 Indian Pt 2,650 1.3 Hand Pull 40 3  $      7,480  
2017 Indian Pt 2,125 1.1 Hand Pull 20 3  $      3,740  
2018 Indian Pt 4,450 2.2 Hand Pull 40 3  $      7,480  
2019 Indian Pt 2,875 1.4 Hand Pull 40 3  $      7,480  
2019 Indian Pt 2,550 1.3 DASH 40 2  $      6,000  
2020 Indian Pt 2,413 1.2 Hand Pull 40 3  $      7,480  
2021 Indian Pt 9,388 4.7 Hand Pull 80 3  $    14,960  
TOTAL  26,451 13.2  300   $    54,620  

 
 
 
Key Points  
 

• EWM is firmly established in both Upper and Lower Chateaugay Lakes. 
• In Upper Chateaugay Lake the trends indicate that EWM is increasing in locations (+8%) 

and has had a net increase in abundance (+6%) from 2019 to 2021. 
• In light of this new data it would be good to revisit EWM management goals and 

strategies. 
• Volunteers are key to monitoring the lakes! It is because of their hard work and 

dedication that we have quality data to inform management. 
  


