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Background 
The Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program (APIPP) helps organizations and communities 
manage invasive species. The Lake Management Tracker (LMT) program is designed to collect 
data so informed decisions can be made to track the progress and effectiveness of invasive 
species management on lakes. Across the Adirondack Park 9 different lakes were monitored by 
different lake associations since the program started in 2018. Chateaugay Lake Foundation 
joined the program in 2019 and began to monitor the south basin of Upper Chateaugay Lake. 
The purpose of this monitoring was to track the locations and abundance of Eurasian water 
milfoil (EWM). Volunteers have collected data for three consecutive years (2019-2021) on 
Upper Chateaugay Lake. In 2021 the organization expanded the monitoring to include Lower 
Chateaugay Lake. 

 

Monitoring Locations 
In 2021 an 327 monitoring locations were created in the Lower Chateaugay Lake. As this was 
the first time monitoring, some of these locations could be removed because the water is too 
deep to support aquatic plant growth. 

 
Here are links to Google Maps that APIPP created: 

 

• Lower Chateaugay 
 

For Lower Chateaugay Lake 2021 was the first year for the majority of the volunteers. The data 
reported did not have a uniform distribution (see photo below). This could be a technology 
issues or user error, but it will be important to watch for in 2022 to ensure accurate 
comparisons. APIPP and the volunteers met virtually at the end of the season to review. We 
determined that it would be useful to create a map of the littoral zone and then APIPP can use 
that map to create new monitoring locations that better reflect the locations that plants are 
growing in. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1KHYXJZXYnxQmXBtEkJWcucuwX00ZuxgI&usp=sharing


 

Lower Chateaugay Lake 2021 
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Lower Chateaugay Lake 
In 2021 volunteers collected 193 observations. After removing duplicates there is data for 177 
locations. This represents 54% of the monitoring locations created. In future years we can 
remove locations that are too deep to support plant growth 

 

Overall, EWM is abundant across the littoral zone of Lower Chateaugay. Almost three quarters 
of the sites with vegetation present have EWM. 

 
 Count Percent 

Sites with vegetation 101 57.1% 

Sites without vegetation 76 42.9% 

 
 Count Percent 

Sites with EWM 74 41.8% 

Sites without EWM 103 58.2% 

 

 
 

EWM Abundance Count Percent 

None 103 58.2% 

Few Plants Widely Scattered 26 14.7% 

Trace to Sparse 23 13.0% 

Moderate to Dense 25 14.1% 



 

 



 

Maps from 2021 data collection 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

Past EWM Management Activities 
 

The Chateaugay Lake Foundation has been diligently working to manage EWM. Below is a table 
of the work done. 

 
 

 
Year 

 
Location 

Pounds 
Harvested 

Tons 
Harvested 

 
Method 

Contract 
Hrs 

 
# Crew 

Contract 
Cost 

2018 LL Inlet 9,081 4.5 Hand Pull 80 3 $ 14,960 

2019 LL Inlet 7,494 3.7 Hand Pull 80 3 $ 14,960 

2020 LL Inlet 8,525 4.3 Hand Pull 80 3 $ 14,960 

2021 LL Inlet 5,350 2.7 Hand Pull 80 3 $ 14,960 

TOTAL  30,450 15.2  320  $ 59,840 

 
 
 
 

Key Points 
 

• EWM is firmly established in both Upper and Lower Chateaugay Lakes. 

• In Lower Chateaugay we need to remap the littoral zone and create better permanent 
monitoring locations. 

• Volunteer will be diligent in accurately recording location information as best they can. 

• Volunteers are key to monitoring the lakes! It is because of their hard work and 
dedication that we have quality data to inform management. 


