Chateaugay Lake Milfoil Management Program

Annual Report to the Adirondack Park Agency

Submitted by the Chateaugay Lake Foundation
Program Year 2022 — APA General Permit P2015G-2 — Permit # P2016-101

During 2022, the Chateaugay Lake Foundation (CLF) continued its program of managing
invasive aquatic plants under a general permit from APA and a companion Volunteer
Stewardship Agreement (VSA) with the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (for DEC-owned lake bottom). The APA permit authorizes management using
benthic barriers and hand harvesting techniques.

The CLF has discontinued benthic matting and now relies solely on hand-harvesting by
SCUBA divers to control Eurasian milfoil, which is common throughout the lake system. The
harvesting also includes removal of curly-leaf pondweed, which has been found in small
isolated patches. Following is a summary of activities and results in 2022.

Hand Harvesting Activities

In 2022, CLF contracted with Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC of Saranac Lake, NY for
milfoil control services, which included six weeks of hand-harvesting.

Invasive Solutions deployed a three-person crew (two divers, one tender) working 40-hour
weeks (four 10-hour days) for six weeks of work. The crew worked at four locations in the lake
that are ongoing priorities for treatment: the DEC Boat Launch (6 days), the sand bar site at the
outlet of Upper Chateaugay Lake (2 days), the inlet to Lower Chateaugay Lake (8 days), and
Indian Point in the South Inlet of Upper Chateaugay Lake (5 days). In addition, a new harvesting
location was added on the southeast side of Upper Chateaugay Lake off Boomhower Road (3
days). These locations are shown on the map that appears below.

The dive crews worked for six weeks during early-to mid-summer, removing 12 tons (23,925
pounds) of invasive plant material. This included scattered curly-leaf pondweed plants found in
the vicinity of the boat launch. This compares to 10.6 tons (21,238 pounds) removed in 2021
over six weeks and 12.5 tons (24,941 pounds) removed in 2020, when the crew harvested for
seven weeks. The higher weekly amount harvested in 2022 reflects expansion into new areas
with heavy growth in the Lower Lake inlet area, and along both Indian Point and Boomhower
Road in the Upper Lake. In 2022, it was possible to better target high-density spots as a result of
a comprehensive survey of the lake shore conducted in 2021, which sampled milfoil density at
one-acre intervals throughout the shoreline growing zone.
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HAND HARVESTING BY WORK SITE, CHATEAUGAY LAKE, 2022

Contractor: Invasive Solutions Dive Company

Target Species: Eurasian Water Milfoil, Curly-leaf Pondweed

Boat SW Upper/ SE Upper/
Launch & Inlet to Indian | Boomhower
Vicinity Sand Bar | Lower Lake Point Road
(8 acres) (21 acres) (20 acres) (2 acres) (7 acres) Total
Est Percent of Site
Harvested 100% 5% 35% 100% 11%
Est Acres
Harvested 8.0 1 7.0 2.0 0.8 17.8
June 13-16 June 27-30 July 11-14
Dates of Work June 20-21 | June 22-23 July 5-8 July 18 | July 19-21
Eurasian
milfolil,
Curly-leaf Eurasian Eurasian Eurasian Eurasian
Species Removed pondweed milfoil milfoil milfoil milfoil
Crew Hours Spent
On-Site 60 20 80 50 30 240
Bags
Harvested 268 43 297 189 160 957
Pounds
Harvested 6,700 1,075 7,425 4,725 4,000 23,925
Pounds removed
per acre worked 838 1,075 1,061 2,363 5,000 1,344

The contractor provided weekly work reports with maps showing the areas worked. A table

with data from the reports appears above. The reports for each segment of the lake are

attached in Appendix A.

Milfoil Control by Site

Because resources have not been available for a whole-lake milfoil control program, the

CLF’s strategy has been to target priority areas that are major sources of spread due to their

upstream location (Indian Point) and/or high boat usage (boat launch, sand bar, inlet to Lower

Chateaugay). The focus has been on clearing areas of dense growth that impede boating access,




working in all sections of the lake. Reducing the overall milfoil load and fragmentation is a way
to slow the spread of Eurasian milfoil lake wide.

As described below, monitoring indicates that this strategy has succeeded in reducing
milfoil density in the areas targeted for control, sometimes appreciably. The challenge remains
expanding control to more areas of the shoreline, so that reinfestation is reduced and overall
control can be achieved,

Boat Launch. The boat launch site has been hand-harvested for 15 seasons since milfoil
control began in 2008. In 2022, the crew focused on the northern and southern boating access
lanes, as well as the deeper areas close to the boating channel in the center of the site where
they found a reoccurrence of tall, bushy milfoil growing close to the surface. The boat launch is
subject to continual reinfestation as it is a hub for boat traffic from throughout the lake.
Nutrient inflows are enhanced by the presence of two culverts draining into the lake and camps
close to the lake with little shoreline vegetation, including an informal trailer park.

The boat launch site will likely remain a high priority for control. Through annual
maintenance, milfoil density has been reduced from 38,000 stems per acre recorded by the
Adirondack Watershed Institute in 2008 when control began, to about 3,000 stems per acre in
recent years.

Sand Bar Site. This is a high recreational use area that has been a target for milfoil control
for 14 years, though with varying intensity related to resource limitations. In a typical week of
harvesting, it is possible to cover only a quarter to a third of the site. In 2020, 7,400 pounds
were harvested over eight days (925 pounds/day). In 2021, 1,975 pounds were removed in 2.5
days (790 pounds/day), working over some of the same area off Buckhorn Point. This site is the
northern boating access to the sand bar as you enter a protected cove area that is bordered on
the east by wetlands. There are rich sediments as well as heavy boat traffic. In 2022, 1,075
pounds were harvested in 2 days (538 pound/day) working in the main boating access lane
to/from the Upper Lake.

Milfoil density monitoring of lakebed transects installed in four sections of this 21-acre site
was conducted in May and August from 2009 (the first year of control) to 2017. In three of the
sections subject to varying levels of control, there were decreases in milfoil density
(stems/acre) of 33 percent, 40 percent, and 91 percent. In the fourth more secluded area
where there had been little control, milfoil density increased 300 percent. The high level of
recreational use of this area makes it very susceptible to reinfestation.

Lower Lake Inlet. Since 2018, there have been two weeks of hand-harvesting in the inlet to

the Lower Lake from the Narrows, where a milfoil bed extends roughly shore to shore. The bed
is very abundant toward the western shore and somewhat less abundant on the eastern shore.



The focus has been to clear a boating lane through the central part of the bed and install buoys
marking the access lane, to help reduce milfoil fragmentation and spread due to boat traffic. In
2021, 2.7 tons of milfoil were harvested, down from an average of 4.2 tons for the prior three
years, as divers reworked some of the same areas. In 2022, 3.7 tons were harvested, an
increase from the prior year as the divers expanded into previously unharvested areas with
dense growth.

Upper Lake South Inlet. In a 2014 survey of the South Inlet of Upper Chateaugay Lake,

Indian Point on the southwestern shoreline was identified as the densest milfoil bed. It lies
along a popular route for cruising the shoreline and for anglers to reach the large south inlet
basin. The bed is located where milfoil fragments are easily spread by wind and water currents
to the opposite shore and downstream.

This site was the starting point for milfoil control in the Upper Lake and has been
continuously harvested for seven years beginning in 2016. In 2021, the weeks of harvesting had
been increased from one to two. The amount removed was 4.7 tons (2.4 tons/week, 1,173
pounds/day), compared to an average of 1.4 tons/week (722 pounds/day) for the previous five
years, as the crew was able to expand further into unharvested areas. In 2022, the crew
removed 2.4 tons over 5 days (1,015 pounds/day), similar to 2021, with a similar mix of
reworking harvested areas and expanding into new ground. A milestone was reached as the
crew completed harvesting the Indian Point shoreline and was able to shift to a new work site
on the eastern shore off Boomhower Road, completing two weeks of work in the Upper Lake.

The eastern shore of the Upper Lake has had dense milfoil beds develop, as the prevailing
westerly winds cause fragments to drift in from the more established beds along the
southwestern shore and take root. Boat traffic along the developed eastern shoreline has
contributed to rapid spread. The 2021 aquatic plant survey identified a 7 acre bed of dense
milfoil close to the shoreline, which is being targeted to push the milfoil back from the
shoreline.

Volunteer Survey Monitoring

2022 was the fourth season of volunteer monitoring of the south inlet basin of the Upper
Lake using the Lake Management Tracker Survey protocol developed by the Adirondack Park
Invasive Plant Program (APIPP) in cooperation with APA. The resulting map documenting the
native and non-native vegetation including Eurasian milfoil is shown in the figure below.
Working with APIPP, a survey grid for the Lower Lake was refined and is expected to be used for
monitoring in 2023.
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2023 Plans

In 2023, the CLF expects to contract for four weeks of hand-harvesting services, again
engaging Invasive Solutions Dive Company (ISDC). There will be one week of milfoil removal in
the vicinity of the boat launch in the Chateaugay Narrows, one week at the Lower Lake Inlet,
and two weeks in the South Inlet area of the Upper Lake. The work will seek to maintain

control in previously harvested areas.

The CLF continues to seek additional funding and more cost-effective methods to
expand the scope of milfoil control. To that end, it is assessing the potential for using herbicide

as a component of milfoil management.



Appendix A: 2022 Hand-Harvesting Reports
e Chateaugay Lake Narrows, June 13-16, 2022

e Chateaugay Lake Narrows, June 20-23, 2022

e Lower Chateaugay Lake, June 27-30, 2022

e Lower Chateaugay Lake, July 5-8, 2022

e Upper Chateaugay Lake, July 11-14, 2022 and July 18-21, 2022
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Aquatic Invasive Species
Harvest Report

Chateaugay Lake Narrows
June 13-16, 2022

Prepared By:

INVASIVE SOLUTIONS

DIVE COMPANY, LLC

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Harvest Overview

Crew spent the week working in the narrows within the boat launch area and targeted areas highlighted
by the lake manager referenced from the NEAR survey completed in 2021. The objective of the week was
to continue with previous management of the high trafficked area, helping to increase navigability while
decreasing the chances of surface disruption and fragmentation of aquatic invasive species (AlS,) helping
to reduce overall AlS dispersion.

The Crew worked the eastern littoral north and south of the boat ramp and a section on the south end of
the western shore across from the work completed on the east shore. Overall, Crew reported harvesting
more single stemmed Eurasian Watermilfoil (EMW) ranging from 0.25-4’ in height, with some multi-
stemmed EWM ranging from 2-7’, and sporadic Curly-lead Pondweed (CLPW) on the eastern shore
growing up to 4’ in height. Crew noted thick native vegetation throughout many of their harvest areas,
particularly on the eastern shore. Additionally, Crew reported abundant AIS fragmentation was being
blown into the site from lake currents and winds.

Harvest Data

146 bags @ 3,650 lbs.

Description of Work

Narrows: Boat launch eastern littoral

Crew worked the eastern littoral area by the boat launch within the large divot on the eastern shore.
Beginning north of the ramp nearby a NEAR site and a series of docks, they worked south throughout the
littoral, ending near the southern tip of the eastern shoreline divot.

Crew reported finding more single stemmed EWM within the shallower half of the littoral closer to shore
with sporadic multi-stemmed plants. Overall, they found much of the area had lush native growth with
EWM peppered throughout, with occasional CLPW plants harvested in clusters closer to shore. Crew
reported EWM became slightly less abundant as they worked from the north to south of the area.

The deeper half of the littoral located towards the center of the lake produced heavier EWM growth found
among native vegetation. Crew was harvesting clusters of multi-stemmed plants with smaller single stems
in the surrounding area.

The western edge of the eastern littoral area (deeper section) should see follow-on harvests to further
reduce AlS abundance.

Narrows: Boat launch western littoral

Crew began working the southern half of the littoral on the western shore found within the boat launch
area. This area is due west of the harvest area on the eastern shore and is managed as part of the greater
boat launch area to help reduce the reintroduction of fragmented AIS within the area.

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Crew began in the southern half of the littoral and worked the area south towards a targeted heavy
growth NEAR area. Crew was harvesting single/ multi-stemmed EWM within native vegetation, all of
which varied in abundance throughout the area. Crew worked south to a section which had a rocky
substrate and no plant growth, noting the heavy growth NEAR section was slightly further south than their
end point.

The western shoreline needs follow-on harvesting to the north and south of their work area to complete
the western littoral area.

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Chateaugay Lake Narrows
-week of 13 June 22-

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Aquatic Invasive Species
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Chateaugay Lake Narrows
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Harvest Overview

Working with the lake manager referencing the NEAR survey completed in 2021, areas on the western
shore by the boat launch and sections nearby the boating lane near the sandbar were selected for
harvesting. Crew began the week continuing harvests within the boat launch area working the deeper
section on the eastern shore. Crew then continued harvests on the western shore across from the launch,
working south to an area highlighted by the lake manager. Crew then worked three dense sections of
Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) within the sandbar area which bordered the boating lane. Overall, the goal
of the week was to clear areas which see increased boat traffic in an effort to improve boat travel while
reducing the chances of aquatic invasive species (AlS) fragmentation from boat travel.

Harvest Data

165 bags @ 4,125 lbs.
Description of Work

Narrows: Boat launch eastern littoral

Crew continued work on the eastern littoral outside of the boat launch area, working the deeper section
just outside where they worked the previous week. Crew was finding bushy multi-stem EWM ranging
from 2-7’ and single stem plants ranging from 0.5-4’ in height within native vegetation. Crew noted this
deeper section had more multi-stem plants than single stem. Additionally, Crew found a small section of
sparse to medium density of CLPW ranging from 3-5’ in height at a point almost due west of the boat
ramp. Before relocating, Crew harvested a small strip of EWM closer to shore consisting of smaller single
stemmed plants which ran from the boat ramp northward to about the end of the concrete wall on shore.

33 bags harvested @ 825 lbs.
Narrows: Boat launch western littoral

Crew resumed harvesting from where they left off the previous week and worked north to about 30 yards
past the white boat house. Beginning in an area almost due west from the boat ramp, Crew noted
harvesting dense EWM consisting of both single/ multi-stem EWM and occasional CLPW similar to the
plant heights on the east shore. As the Crew worked north, they found EWM density was decreasing with
an increase in native vegetation.

Crew relocated and worked over their area from the previous week, then continued pushing south from
a stone wall southwest of the boat ramp to just past a dock on the western shore. Crew found very
sporadic EWM by the stone wall, which began increasing in density as they worked south. As the Crew
began approaching the dock, they noted EWM became very dense which continued south of the dock.
This section consisted of very dense single/ multi-stem EWM growing up to seven foot in height.

89 bags harvested @ 2,225 Ibs.

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Narrows: Sandbar area

Crew began by performing surface observations of the area to mark out NEAR areas highlighted for
harvest by the lake manager. Crew began working the most southern section in the area, just south of
the channel markers, harvesting very dense multi-stemmed EWM growing close to surface. Crew worked
to push this section back away from the channel to clear EWM encroaching on the boating lane, but noted
the EWM continued away from the channel towards shore.

Crew then swam north of the channel markers finding very occasional EWM within the deeper channel
area. As they continued north, they began working into a section with very dense, mature EWM up to
seven foot in height. Crew continued to work this area north, noting as they continued to push north
EWM density was decreasing with an increased native population.

Crew worked the most northern section within the area, southwest of the island on the west side of the
boating lane. Crew found a medium dense EWM patch within native vegetation and worked the area
running along the boating lane. Crew found as they approached the shoreline the EWM became more
sporadic, eventually turning into a sandy bottom which appeared to be less conducive to plant growth.
Crew worked to clear the EWM which encroached on the boating lane to help reduce plant fragmentation
from boating activity.

43 bags harvested @ 1,075 lbs.

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Chateaugay Lake Narrows
-week of 20 June 22-

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Chateaugay Lake Narrows
-week of 20 June 22-
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Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Aquatic Invasive Species
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Lower Chateaugay Lake
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Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Harvest Overview

Working with the lake manager referencing the NEAR survey completed in 2021, the Crew was given
target areas after work was completed within the boating lane area. Crew began the week working
through the boating lane, finding decreased Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) abundance throughout the
area, highlighting the results of the ongoing yearly management. Once this main lane was worked
through, the Crew began to widen the lane and target the NEAR areas outlined at the start of the week.
Overall, Crew noted areas with harder substrate produced smaller, single/ double stemmed EWM,
whereas areas with softer substrate produced larger, multi-stemmed EWM.

Harvest Data

140 bags @ 3,500 lbs.
Description of Work

Lower Chateaugay Lake

Crew began working the Lower Chateaugay Lake harvest area, first focusing on the main boating channel
which had been established in previous years through harvesting. Crew began at the south end of the
area and worked north. Crew was harvesting single stemmed EWM with some multi-stemmed plants
which consisted of only a few stems, ranging from 2-6’ in height. Once the main channel area had been
worked through, Crew began working the area to the west. Crew noted the area just west of the main
boating lane, particularly in the northern half of the site, consisted of a harder, sandier substrate with a
decrease in overall plant growth, both invasive and natives. As they continued working further west to
the western edge of the area harvested, they noted the substrate started to become softer accompanied
with anincrease in plant growth. Within this western edge area, Crew was harvesting more mature multi-
stemmed EWM grown close to surface.

Once the main channel and west of the channel was harvested, Crew began expanding eastward to further
widen the lane. Crew began at the southern end of the harvest area and pushed north. In general, Crew
noted the eastern edge had an increase in EWM abundance and were harvesting both single/ multi-
stemmed plants. Crew continued to work north and noted as they continued north EWM abundance was
increasing (as well as EWM height up to ten feet) while native plant prevalence was decreasing. At a point
roughly 60-20 yards from the northeastern boating lane channel marker, Crew was harvesting a dense
monoculture which seemed to generally match up with the NEAR survey. Once the Crew pushed past the
20-yard mark they noted they began encountering an increase in native plants and which in turn netted
a decrease in EWM.

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Lower Chateaugay Lake
-week of 27 June 22-
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Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Harvest Overview

Crew continued management on Lower Chateaugay Lake which had begun the week prior. Crew began
by working over any areas from the week prior which needed further harvesting. Once the main
management area work goals were met, Crew began harvesting a section found by the channel markers
on the south end of the lake where Eurasian Watermilfoil (EMW) was observed encroaching into the boat
channel.

Harvest Data

157 bags @ 3,925 lbs.
Description of Work

Lower Chateaugay Lake

Crew began the week performing surface observations over their work areas from the previous week and
marked two areas they determined to need follow on harvests. Crew began working an area on the south
end of the boating lane, working patterns throughout and harvesting single/ double stemmed EWM
ranging from 3-6" in height.

Crew relocated to the northeast section just outside the boating lane to continue harvesting through a
dense EWM monoculture they began harvesting the week prior. Crew was working to remove bulk plant
mass within the area to enable them to expand further north nearby the boating lane. Within this area,
Crew continued to harvest predominantly multi-stemmed EWM growing up to ten foot in height.

After the Crew worked through the monoculture section, they continued to push north and east along
the edge of the boating lane, working to an area highlighted on the NEAR survey north of the northern
milfoil buoy. The goal within this area was to remove bulk plant mass to improve boating and minimize
the risk of plant fragmentation. Within this section, Crew was harvesting more multi-stem than single
stemmed EWM mixed with native vegetation. Once the EWM density was reduced, the Crew relocated
to another NEAR section previously highlighted for harvesting.

Crew worked an area of EWM located nearby the eastern channel marker at the southern end of the lake.
Crew found the EWM here encroached into the boating channel and continued east towards the shore in
greater density. Crew first harvested within the eastern side of the boating channel, finding a mixture of
single/ multi-stem EWM growing in a sandy substrate. Crew noted although not in any appreciable
densities, EWM could be found west across the channel, but due to the natural bottleneck of the area and
high boat traffic, did not continue west. Crew harvested within the eastern side of the channel then
continued working eastward. Notably, Crew found almost directly outside the boating channel, the
substrate became softer with an increase in EWM density. Crew worked to clear a buffer area along the
channel, working east then north within the area. 81 bags harvested.

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Lower Chateaugay Lake
-week of 05 July 22-
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Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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Harvest Overview

Over the course of two weeks, the Crew worked two sections on Upper Chateaugay Lake. On the
western shore, Crew worked five days harvesting throughout the Indian Point management area. Crew
harvested through the historical management areas then continued working south, targeting areas
outlined by the lake manager, identified in the NEAR survey completed in 2021. Thereafter, Crew spent
three days working on the eastern shore in a section identified by the NEAR survey as predominantly
Eurasian Watermilfoil (EMW.) This area was targeted because of the high density and increased boat
traffic due to nearby housing, helping to reduce EWM fragmentation and increase boating navigability.

Harvest Data

349 bags @ 8,725 lbs.
Description of Work

Upper Chateaugay Lake: Western Shore

Crew spent five days working throughout the Indian Point management area on Upper Chateaugay Lake.
Crew worked historical management areas with attention given to buoys deployed as priority sections
by the lake manager. During the harvesting operation, the Crew would begin working their targeted
section of the day, then continue to work the area in either direction to ensure areas saw both bulk
harvesting and more thorough patterned swims. Overall, the management area had varying densities
depending on the location but noted the eastern edge of their work area was dictated by an end of
EWM growth due to increased depth. Additionally, Crew noted throughout their work areas, some of
the tallest EWM had begun rooting near the tops of the plant but were not yet as easily fragmentable as
they become later in the season. To help represent where EWM density was harvested from within the
area, the overall bag count was broken down into best estimate as follows: From EWM buoy 1.5-3: 119
bags; from buoy 3.5-4: 34 bags; remaining sections: 36 bags.

Beginning north by Indian Point, working south to milfoil buoy 1, Crew reported harvesting lower
density EWM consisting mostly of single stemmed plants ranging from 2-5’ in height among native
vegetation. W.ithin this section, Crew noted they harvested two localized clusters of EWM at an
increased density, and in general, as they began approaching buoy 1, they noticed an increase in plant
prevalence. Overall, Crew reported this area showed signs of management with lower EWM density
consisting mostly of single stemmed plants with small root systems.

Continuing south, Crew harvested a section marked by milk jugs which outlined heavier EWM growth
observable from surface. This area stretched from about the southern half between milfoil buoys 1 and
2 and the northern half between milfoil buoys 2 and 3. Crew found the area consisted of mostly multi-
stem EWM ranging from 4-7’ in height, with some single stem EWM and native plants in lower densities
within the area. As they continued working south towards buoy 3, they continued to find abundant

Invasive Solutions Dive Company, LLC
P.O. Box 179, Bolton, NY 12814
www.ISDiveCo.com
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EWM growth, but noted the southern half of the area between buoys 2 and 3 seem slightly less dense
than the northern half.

Crew continued to push the area further south ending at a point nearby milfoil buoy 4. Crew noted the
northern half between buoys 3 and 4 consisted of mostly single stem EWM, found sporadically in some
sections, which ranged from 4-7' in height. As the Crew continued working south, they found the
southern half of the area between milfoil buoys 3 and 4 consisted of dense EWM, mostly multi-stemmed
plants. Crew harvested to a point just north of milfoil buoy 4 but noted the EWM continued further
south in the area.

Total bag count: 189 bags @ 4,725 Ibs.

Upper Chateaugay Lake: Eastern Shore

Crew began working an area on the eastern shore of Upper Chateaugay Lake which was identified as
dense EWM by the NEAR survey, and which sees increased boating traffic due to its proximity to houses
on the lake. Crew worked to harvest bulk density from within the area to help minimize the
fragmentation and spread of the EWM while providing better access for boating traffic.

Crew began working the dense EWM starting on the shallower edge of the plants closer to shore then
worked west into the deeper water. Crew was harvesting large, bushy multi-stem EWM ranging from
about four foot in height to grown to surface with large root systems. Crew noted the shallower edge
was predominantly multi-stemmed EWM with limited single stemmed plants, and as they worked west
into deeper water, they found all multi-stemmed plants. Additionally, Crew noted cleaning large
guantities of fragmentation from the surface which appeared to be blowing in from surface winds but
were unable to identify its point source.

Crew worked to clear a path through the dense EWM allowing boats freedom of navigation through the
area. Crew noted there was EWM due west and south of their area, but they had generally cleared a

path to the lake. In total, Crew harvested through and area roughly 0.8 acres in size.

Total bag count: 160 bags @ 4,000 lbs.
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Upper Chateaugay Lake
-2022 harvest overview-
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Upper Chateaugay Lake
-weeks of July 11 and 18, 2022-
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Upper Chateaugay Lake
-week of July 18, 2022-
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