Milfoil Control 2018
Milfoil Harvesting Targets All Three Lake Segments
Thanks to the ongoing support of shoreowner
families and friends, milfoil control on
Chateaugay Lake entered its second decade in
2018. This year we were able to contract with
scuba divers for five weeks of hand-harvesting,
working in all three segments of the lake.
The priority sites for treatment are areas of high
milfoil density and high levels of boating
activity, which fragments and spreads the plant.
We are working to reduce and maintain milfoil
at low levels in these target sites, gradually
extending the areas brought under control.
Shoreline surveys show there are about 260
acres of infested shoreline on Chateaugay Lake,
which is just under 20 percent of the total
shoreline zone where aquatic plants can grow.
About 150 acres are densely infested (milfoil
covers 25 % or more of the lake bed).
Some 100 acres of infested shoreline have been
harvested to date, including most of the

Chateaugay Narrows. Harvesting must be
repeated for several years to bring an area under
control. Maintenance is needed thereafter to
keep the milfoil at low density.
Without this work, we could expect milfoil to
take over more and more of the near-shore
waters. As a non-native plant without natural
predators, it forms dense beds that clog boat
propellers and entangle swimmers. Mats of
dense vegetation develop on the surface,
reducing oxygen exchange and degrading water
quality and habitat for wildlife. Property values
suffer. Eleven years ago, the Chateaugay Lake
Foundation was formed to make sure that didn’t
happen to Chateaugay Lake.
Survey monitoring shows we continue to make
progress in reducing milfoil and containing its
spread. Here is a look at the work done this year
in the different parts of the lake.

Lower Chateaugay Lake. Divers started to clear the large milfoil bed that obstructs the boating lane at
the inlet leading from the Narrows and extends up the shoreline on either side. A central channel was
cleared to help boaters avoid chopping and spreading the milfoil plant. Work will need to continue next
year. The Chateaugay Lake Foundation has been reserving funds for this project for several years and we
were able to get started in 2018 with matching funds from the Town of Bellmont.

Chateaugay Lake Narrows. In the Narrows, the divers worked to maintain control in managed areas,
especially around the boat launch and at the sand bar, where dense milfoil infestations have been greatly
reduced. Thanks to this ongoing effort, milfoil no longer chokes these spots.

Upper Chateaugay Lake. Divers continued work in the South Inlet. The focus is a dense milfoil bed off
Indian Point that is a source of spread to the rest of the inlet and the downstream shorelines. This year’s
work was supported with a matching contribution from the Town of Dannemora. Funds are being
reserved to tackle the large milfoil beds that lie in the center of the inlet.

Boat Launch Inspections. When milfoil control began in 2008, volunteers with the Chateaugay Lake
Foundation and the Chateaugay Lakes Association checked for invasive species on boats entering the
lake. Now, there are regional partner organizations that have taken on this critical task. The Adirondack
Watershed Institute Stewardship Program of Paul Smith’s College has recently obtained five-year funding
from New York State’s DEC to continue inspections. Chateaugay Lake is one of the lakes that will
benefit from expanded hours and the location of a boat wash “decontamination” station for boats coming
from infested waters.

